
 

 

The retirement of Pastor Wilhelmsen and the fact that ILM will move from three full-time 

pastors to two creates a unique situation whereby a Call Committee is required to fill the 

vacancy of senior pastor even though ILM presently has two called associate pastors. This 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is meant to clearly articulate this transition in the 

life of our local ministry here in Belton, Temple, and the surrounding communities. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is Pr. Wilhelmsen’s role now and during the months prior to his December 31, 

2021 retirement?  

Pastor Wilhelmsen continues to preach and teach as well as carry out his other day-to-day 

duties as senior pastor. However, in consultation with other church staff members, with the 

Board of Elders, and with the Board of Directors, Pastor Dana has developed succession 

planning documents that communicate what duties he presently carries out and who will 

handle those in the future. Both associate pastors will have new responsibilities going 

forward. When the senior pastor is called, those duties could be adjusted again based on 

needs. This careful planning ensures that ILM ministry efforts continue smoothly into 2022 

and beyond. 

2. How was it decided that ILM would have only two pastors?  

Two key factors were important in the decision to move forward with two full-time pastors. 

First, in consultation with the Texas District, it was determined that a congregation of our 

size (including both campuses) can be fully supported with two pastors. Further, given the 

shortage of pastors across the Texas District, it is not wise use of the available pastors to 

have three called to our ministry while other pulpits are empty. Second, the Board of 

Directors and Board of Elders are in agreement that two pastors is an appropriate number 

given our present membership and long-term budget capacity.  

3. What is a Call Committee?  

Pastors and other church workers in the LCMS are “called” to their positions through a 

careful screening and evaluation of qualified pastors whom God might call to this 

congregation, through the will of voting members (By-Laws Article VII, Section A1). Through 

the authority of the Board of Directors, Call Committee members were invited to participate 
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representing men, women, all worship services, and both campuses. There are 15 members 

on the Call Committee:  

Darrell Becker, Chair David Lockwood Janet Lockwood 

Corrie Ganger  Dale Sitz  Scott Blonigan 

Cheryl Davis  Trish Davis  George Highsmith 

Matt Johnson  James Schnitker Joe White 

Larry Smith   John Keenan  Mike Ringstaff 

4. Is the Call Committee selecting the next senior pastor?  

No. A divine call may be issued only by the will of the voters of the congregation. The role of 

the Call Committee is to screen, evaluate, interview, and pray for guidance from the Holy 

Spirit. Ultimately, the Call Committee will recommend a candidate for senior pastor. That 

recommendation will then be taken to the membership at a Voters’ Assembly meeting. A 

two-thirds vote is required in order to issue a call. 

5. What is the purpose of the Pastoral Profile survey? 

The Pastoral Profile Survey is a tool used by our LCMS Texas District Congregational Support 

Specialist, along with a Congregational Self-Study produced by the Call Committee and staff 

members, to help us better understand our own ministry context and what strengths and 

weaknesses we possess. The results of the survey and the self-study will serve as guideposts 

for us as we seek to find the right candidate to recommend for a call. All members in good 

standing are encouraged to take the Pastoral Profile Survey. See the website at ilmtexas.org 

under “Retirement” or pick up a hard copy in the lobby at either campus. Surveys must be 

returned to either church office no later than Sunday, March 21.  

6. Does this mean we are faced with picking between our two associate pastors? 

Actually, the Call Committee will be provided qualified names from the Texas District Office 

that will include both our associate pastors as well as other men. In addition, the By-Laws 

stipulate that each member of the congregation will have the opportunity to make one or 

more nominations (Article VIII Section A1). In effect, yes, ILM is being asked to make a 

choice. This is a difficult situation; however, the Board of Directors has made a concentrated 

effort to be transparent with Pastor Madsen and Pastor Albers, assuring them that we value 

them and their work as pastors. We will be guided by the Holy Spirit, doing our level best to 

unify, and never to divide, the membership of Immanuel Lutheran Ministries. 

7. What if I have more questions?  

Mark your calendar for a Call Committee Town Hall Meeting to be held Sunday, March 28 at 

both campuses during the Bible Class hour: 9:15 am Temple and 10:15 am Belton. Or, direct 

your questions to the Call Committee Chair: Darrell Becker darrellbecker1@gmail.com or 

254-931-3814. 


