
Making Your Child a Disciple of Christ 
 

 
One of the greatest privileges you have as a parent is making your 

child a disciple of Jesus Christ by having them baptized and then teaching them 

the Word of God.  This echoes the pattern God established with His people in 

the days when the He spoke to through Moses:  

 

“These words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 

shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of them when you 

sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 

and when you rise.”  - Dt. 6:6-7. 

   

Jesus said, ““Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”  - Mark 10:14-15.   

 

As Jesus left His disciples He commanded them, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
– Mat. 28:19-20.   

 

Even as the Israelites brought their newborn boys to be sealed into 

God’s covenant through circumcision eight days after they were born, from 

the early days of the Christian Church parents would bring their children just 

as quickly to be sealed into God’s covenant through the waters of Baptism and 

make their vows to work together with pastors, elders, and teachers, to instruct 

and observe the faith development of their children.  After several years, their 

children could then stand before the congregation and affirm the faith into 

which they were baptized and be accepted, (with the laying on of hands), for 

the right reception of Holy Communion.   

 

Over the centuries, churches have wrestled with the what, when, how, 

and who of developing faith in children.  Sadly, this devolved into almost total 

abdication of the parent’s responsibility to the institutional church.  In recent 

years, the social and academic demands placed on our youth and parents have 

created the need to instruct our youth early and at home.  As a parent, God has 

called you to impact the knowledge, attitude, and habits of your children with 

the Love of Christ and correct understanding of God’s Word, so that they can 
proper assess the world around them.  

Knowing that it is God’s will that ALL are saved, you protect your 

children from following any other god who would leave them captive to their 

sin.  So, you teach them those Bible stories that reveal God’s Law and the 

consequences of sin so that they may be led . . . to repentance . . . to be 

‘changed of mind.’   The Gospel message of Jesus Christ . . . the KING and 

kingdom of God that is near . . . should then be taught to comfort, console, 

encourage, cheer, and bring joy and new strength as their hearts seek 

forgiveness and transformation.   

 

The goal of sharing God’s Word with your children is to assure them 
that a repentant sinner has God’s promise of the forgiveness of sins in Christ, 

the hope of the future blessed life, and confidence to meet life’s challenges 
cheerfully.  Instead of quoting specific words for your child to repeat, it’s best 
to encourage them to use their own words to tell God they are sorry for their 

sins, to ask for His forgiveness, and to ask Him to be Lord over the rest of their 

life. 

 

The very purpose of Christ’s redemptive work is often stated in terms 
of a holy living. To that end, God has given you the most important and 

influential role when it comes to training your children in the ‘nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,’  For a child to be trained in the Truth and then not 

encouraged to live in it is nothing short of tragedy.  Learning the Christian 

faith and becoming a disciple of Jesus tends to become more interesting, more 

meaningful, and more fruitful if it is preceded by, accompanied by, and 

followed up with your example and concern.  Your child’s learning to walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus requires constant practice and frequent revision, 

checking, and modification before it becomes a habit of living.  Avoid the 

temptation to push them too fast, making sure they truly understand with head 

and heart the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Always remember, the Holy Spirit chose you to be the primary 

instructor of your children in the faith.  History and experience teach us that 

what you do and don’t do can either make them disciples, or stand in the way 

of the Spirit’s work.  So, you are encouraged to be guided by and work with 

the Holy Spirit as He comes through the Word to create, sustain, and complete 

saving faith in Jesus Christ in your children and that they may become His 

disciples, exemplifying His will and His love in their daily living.  Making 

your child a disciple of Christ means that Jesus is not only their Savior, but the 

Lord of their lives . . . forever. 

 

  



 GOING FURTHER- Resources 
 
Our Faith from A to Z (by Ruth Meyer) invites kids to discover new words with a 

poem that weaves together 26 Christian terms and explanations in alphabetical order.  

Available at cph.org. 

 

Follow and Do Boxed Gift Set (by Joni Walker)   teaches young children about the 

Six Chief Parts of the Christian faith, combining the teachings in the catechism with 

practical application for all aspects of daily life. Available at cph.org. 

 

The Story Bible ( by Concordia Publishing House) This Bible includes discussion 

questions, learning activities, and prayers. For ages 3 to 8. Available at cph.org.   

 

Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation-2017 Edition (Martin Luther) With 

374 questions and 1,142 Scripture references, the new explanation provides more 

biblical teaching to address issues facing Christians today and devotional aids to 

nurture faith. Available at cph.org. 

 

Timeless Bible Truths: The Illustrated Small Catechism (Concordia Publishing 

Company) features the teachings of Martin Luther in bright, engaging illustrations in 

a graphic novel style.  Available at cph.org. 

 

Shepherding a Child’s Heart (by Tedd Tripp) this insightful book provides 

perspectives and procedures for shepherding your child's heart into the paths of life 

with a fresh, Biblical approach.  Available at amazon.com.  

 

Raising Kids Who Hunger for God (Benny Phillips and Sheree Phillips) Biblical 

principles for raising kids who want to love, know, and follow God. Available at 

amazon.com. 

  

Sacred Parenting (by Gary Thomas)  Turns the tables and demonstrates how God 

uses children to change their parents. Available at amazon.com. 

 

GOING FURTHER 

Immanuel Lutheran Ministries 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES at ILM are for youth in grades 5 through 8.  The two 

year program teaches basic Bible stories during the first year and Luther’s Small 

Catechism and faith application the second year.  For more information contact the 

Family Life Minister or a pastor at 254-773-3898.  

 

Information and Resources are available at the At Home With God Center at both 

campuses or by going to www.ilmtexas.org/AHWG. 
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